o one is ever happy with any- 

thing, whether.it be a PC, the 

car or even the dog. We'd all 
like it to be a bit faster, a bit shinier, 
or to smell a little better (the dog 
that is). But it takes a real man of 
vision to look at your PC and decide 
you'd prefer a camel. 

Oh sure, you'd like to bolt on a 
bigger disk drive, add more RAM, 
attach a higher resolution monitor or 
a fast, photorealistic colour printer. 
However, it’s unlikely that you wish 
your PC had a different operating 
system, or a different kind of chip in 
the middle. If you didn’t want a PC 
you’d own something different. What 
PC owners want is the same but 
more of it. 

I’ve no reason to suspect you of 
any particular strangeness. Probably, 
like almost everyone, you just want 
the PC to run the software you use; 
run it reliably and with no fuss. A bit 
faster perhaps, and that’s it. 

Which brings us back to the men 
of vision. Though, in fact, there are 
several men currently suffering 
visions. They share one thing — apart 
from visions — they all want to sell 
us a new operating system, new 
hardware to run it on and new soft- 
ware to run under it. You see, it 
seems that the PC is going the way 
of the Passenger Pigeon. Nice of 
them to point this out really. 

Despite the risibility it invokes 
when I say it I actually like OS/2, the 
version with PM, an early vision 
already on its second coming. PM 
programs are good and OS/2 is far 
more flexible than DOS. I’m less 
sure about IBM and Apple’s Pink 
project (or Violet, or Taliagent, or 
something) probably because the 
idea of commercial cold war war- 
riors like IBM and Apple producing 
something appealing to both their 
respective markets sounds silly. But 
the vision that really has me flum- 
moxed is ACE - Advanced 
Computing Environment. 

I would have spoken of it sooner 
but thinking about it induces sleep. 
As far as I can make it out Microsoft 
(NT Windows), Digital Equipment 
(workstations), Santa Cruz (Unix and 
Open DeskTop), Compaq (PCs) and 
Mips (RISC chips) host the main men 
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of vision while a slew of smaller 
players on the boundary dream that 
the ball is coming their way. 

Anyway, they have a vision of a 
horse to replace the DOS donkey. 
Well, actually, with ACE being more 
in the nature of a committee, they 
each have slightly different visions of 
the horse which are in the process of 
being crafted into a camel (a horse 
designed by a committee). 

Originally the vision was of an 
inexpensive workstation based on a 
RISC chip and running NT Windows. 
It was to cost under £3,000, yet have 
the power of a £10,000 graphic 
workstation from the likes of Sun. So 
exciting would this product be that 
40 million PC users (or a measurable 
percentage of them) would shoot 
their donkey and buy an ACE 
machine — on which they could run 
their old Windows programs until 
some proper, R4000 based NT pro- 
grams appeared, presumably. 

Of course they won’t do anything 
of the kind, but reality never yet 
stood in the way of a company con- 
vinced it has the NBT (Next Big 
Thing), let alone a committee. 
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Of course, this committee formed 
to design a horse (irrespective of 
whether anyone wanted a horse) 
was, as stated, always doomed to 
design a camel — so it was only a 
matter of time until the specs began 
to change. I probably haven't got 
this quite right since it’s changing by 
the week now but, I’m sure that ACE 
currently includes the Intel chip fam- 
ily (386 chips and above) and the 
Mips R4000 as bases for the hard- 
ware and Unix (in the form of Open 
DeskTop) along with NT Windows 
as acceptable operating systems. It is 
no doubt casting around for excuses 
to add more goodies. You can see 
the camel emerging more clearly. 

All right, DOS is a donkey; but 
am I really expected to kill poor 
Eeyore and buy a camel — I mean a 
horse — that will be a RISC based 
machine running NT Windows, or an 
Open DeskTop machine running 
Windows, or an Intel based machine 
running NT Windows? 

Oh dear, I’m getting very tired. 
One hump or two? @ 
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